Synthesis and antiviral evaluation of benzimidazoles, quinoxalines and indoles from dehydroabietic acid.
Several heterocycles, such as benzimidazoles, quinoxalines and indoles incorporated into a hydrophenanthrene and naphthalene skeleton, were synthesised from two useful ortho-bromonitro precursors derived from dehydroabietic acid: methyl 12-bromo-13-nitro-deisopropyldehydroabietate and methyl 12-bromo-13,14-dinitro-deisopropyldehydroabietate. The new heterocycles were evaluated for their activity in vitro against several RNA and DNA viruses.